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Sarah J. Black (M.A., California State University, Los 
Angeles, 2012) is an Adjunct Instructor at Pasadena 
City College and Glendale Community College. 
 
Melissa A. Broeckelman-Post (Ph.D., Ohio Univer-
sity, 2009; M.A., Kansas State University, 2005) is an 
Assistant Professor and the Basic Course Director in the 
Department of Communication at George Mason Uni-
versity. She previously served as the Basic Course Di-
rector at California State University, Los Angeles, from 
2009-2013 and is currently serving as the Immediate 
Past Chair of the Basic Course Division of the National 
Communication Association. 
 
Katherine J. Denker (Ph.D. University of Missouri) is 
an assistant professor and basic course director at Ball 
State University. Her research on power and voice in 
instructional contexts has appeared in Communication 
Teacher and Communication Research Reports, and 
work on power in interpersonal relationship in Journal 
of Family Communication, Women & Language, and 
Communication Reports. 
 
Angela M. Hosek (Ph.D., University of Nebraska- Lin-
coln, 2011) is an Assistant Professor and Basic Course 
Director in the Department of Communication Studies 
at Emerson College. Her research interests focus on in-
vestigating the extent to which social group categoriza-
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tion impacts relational functioning as people communi-
cate to create, negotiated and express their identities. 
Her current research examines the ways in which 
teachers and students manage their social identities 
and privacy during interactions whether they are facili-
tated by face-to-face, out of class or through mediated 
forms of communication. In addition, she and several 
research partners are examining the impact of teacher 
behaviors and familial memorable messages on high 
school students learning outcomes in math and science 
courses. Overall, her research and teaching interests 
bring together the content areas of instructional com-
munication, communication education, intergroup com-
munication, interpersonal/family communication, and 
training and development. She has published in Com-
munication Education, Communication Quarterly, Jour-
nal of Social and Personal Relationships and The Jour-
nal of Social Media in Society. 
 
David H. Kahl, Jr. (Ph.D., North Dakota State Univer-
sity) is an assistant professor of communication at Penn 
State Erie, The Behrend College. Because of his interest 
in learning, he conducts research in the areas of com-
munication education and critical communication peda-
gogy. Kahl has published articles in state, regional, na-
tional, and international journals, and has received 
awards for his work at both regional and national con-
ferences. He currently serves on the editorial boards of 
several journals.  
 
Leah LeFebvre is a doctoral student in the Depart-
ment of Communication Studies at the University of 
Texas.  
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Luke LeFebvre is an assistant professor and director 
of public speaking for the Department of English at 
Iowa State University.  
 
Emily A. Paskewitz (M.A., University of Northern 
Iowa) is a doctoral student at North Dakota State Uni-
versity.  
 
Andrea Patterson (Ph.D., University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro, 2011, MA, University of North Car-
olina at Greensboro, 1997) is an Assistant Professor of 
Speech at Winston Salem State University. Her primary 
areas of research and teaching are communication edu-
cation and critical intercultural communication. She has 
co-edited two customized communication textbooks, a 
cultural reader, authored three book chapters, and pre-
sented at more than 15 scholarly conferences. 
 
Jewlz M. Shaffer (M.A., California State University, 
Los Angeles, 2013; B.A., California State University, 
Los Angeles, 2011) is currently an Instructor in the 
Communication Studies department at Northern Vir-
ginia Community College, Annandale. She minored in 
Women and Gender Studies. Her primary areas of re-
search include Rhetoric, Feminism and Queer Studies. 
 
Chantel Solomon (M.A., California State University, 
Los Angeles, 2013; B.A. California State University, Los 
Angeles, 2011) previously served as a Graduate Teach-
ing Associate in the Communication Studies Depart-
ment at California State University, Los Angeles. 
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Omar Swartz (Ph.D., Purdue University, 1995; J.D., 
Duke University, 2001, magna cum laude) is Associate 
Professor and Director of the Master of Social Science 
program in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at 
the University of Colorado Denver where he has also 
coordinated the Law Studies minor for the past 10 
years. His primary areas of research and teaching are 
law and diversity, mass media law and policy, cultural 
criticism, and philosophical problems in the social sci-
ences. Specifically, his work focuses on the intersections 
between the U.S. legal system, the history of social in-
justice and intellectual intolerance in the United States. 
He is the author or editor of 12 previous books and more 
than 100 essays, book chapters, and reviews. 
 
Melissa F. Tindage (M.A., California State University 
Los Angeles, 2013) is currently a doctoral student and 
graduate teaching assistant in the Communication 
Studies department at West Virginia University. Her 
primary research focus will be in Instructional Commu-
nication. 
 
Rod Troester is an Associate Professor of Communica-
tion at The Pennsylvania State University at Erie, The 
Behrend College. His teaching interests are in commu-
nication research methods, interpersonal and organiza-
tional communication, and public speaking and business 
and professional speaking. His current research interest 
are in the relationship between civility and communica-
tion, and communication strategies for image manage-
ment and reputation recovery. 
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William R. Upchurch is a teaching fellow at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, where he studies communication 
in online communities, the intersection of rhetorical 
theory and online communication practices, and the con-
struction of masculinities in subcultures. 
 
Samuel P. Wallace (Ph.D., Ohio State University, 
1985) is an associate professor of Communication at the 
University of Dayton. A veteran basic course director, 
Sam was the founding chair of the CSCA Basic Course 
interest group and is a former chair of the NCA Basic 
Course division. He has written journal articles, four 
books, and many papers related to the basic course at 
state, regional, and national conferences. He has 
planned and hosted the Basic Course Conference in 
Dayton, Columbus, and Las Vegas. Most recently, Sam 
participated in the design of the new basic course at the 
University of Dayton. 
 
Mylen F. Yamamoto (M.A., California State Univer-
sity, Los Angeles, 2011) is the Owner and New Media 
Producer for CliqueNow and is a part-time instructor at 
California State University, Los Angeles. 
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